Brandon News & Tribune—Wednesday, December 12, 2007
re: Lithia Pinecrest Rd - from Bloomingdale & going 1 mile South

The reporter, on the first few lines of page 2 of this article, nailed the developer down to a starting
date of November 2008, to be completed in 2010.

‘Residents Balk At 6-Lane Proposal
Planners say a wider Lithia-Pinecrest
Road will reduce future congestion.
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By DANN LAWRENCE WHITE
The Tampa Tribune

UTHIA — It's a choice be-
tween convenience and life-
style.

County planners and con-
sultants warn that unless Lith-
ia-Pinecrest Road is widened
to six lanes from County Road
39 to State Road 60, the 10.7-
mile drive will consume more
than an hour’s worth of a
driver’s time 10 years from
now.

However, residents who
moved to rural Lithia to escape

§ the rapidly urbanizing Bran-

don area say they are willing to
put up with the congested
road if it means curbing devel-
opment in their community.
“It’s a lifestyle,” said Terry
Muse, a construction engineer
who purchased 10 acres in
Lithia 10 years ago where he
breeds horses part time. Muse
was among more than 50 resi-
dents who attended a public
meeting about proposed im-
provements to Lithia-Pine-
crest Road. “I don’t mind

spending a little more time in
the car to preserve that life-

style.”
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County officials and consul-
tants HDR Engineering Inc. of
Tampa discussed the project
Dec. 4 at the Palmetto Club at
FishHawk Ranch in Lithia.

Driving the road project is a
3,200-home project that New-
land Communities will begin
developing adjacent to its
FishHawk Ranch develop-
ment. As part of its devel-
opment agreement with the

~county, Newland agreed to

make $72 million in road im-
provements, including widen-
ing Lithia-Pinecrest Road to
four lanes from the Lithia
Ridge subdivision north of Riv-
er Hills to Bloomingdale Ave-

See 6-LANE PROPOSAL, Page 27 B>
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Recent growth along Lithia-Pinecrest Road has brought more

traffic, and planners see that trend continuing.
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tha! section of
Lithia-Pinecrest in the study?”
Reg Alford, county project
engineer, said the section of
Lithia-Pinecrest from S.R. 60 to

C.R 39 was included because
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Lithia resident Joe Jansky
doesn’t see how widening
Lithia-Pinecrest will solve the
traffic problem because the
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potential development
those clas-
~ sifications, that section of Lith-
ia-Pinecrest could see a sub-
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,000 vehicles per day.
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FishHawk [Boulevard] to eight'-
lanes,” he suggested. :

He and several other neigh-

- bors recommended the county

stop approwng more devel-
opment. Then it won’t have to

here,” ]ansky said. :
“Growth is not revenue pos-







